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DAWLISH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNC IL 

ANNUAL  REPORT  - 1953. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  the  31st. 
December,  1953.  In  general  the  state  of  the  Public  Health 
remains  satisfactory.  This  year  has  seen  a rise  in  the 
Death  rate,  but  even  so,  the  rate  after  the  application  of 
the  comparability  factor,  to  allow  for  the  fact  that  many 
older  retired  people  are  living  in  the  town,  is  only 
slightly  above  that  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  average  age  at  death  during  the  year  was  69.55  years,  a 
fall  of  almost  5 years  on  the  figures  presented  in  1952. 
Variations  from  year  to  year  are  bound  to  occur  when  one 
considers  statistics  for  a relatively  small  population  such 
as  that  of  Dawlish. 

One  notable  feature  is  the  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths 
due  to  the  various  diseases  of  the  heart  and  to  the  vascular 
lesions  of  the  nervous  system.  In  1953  seventy-one  such 
deaths  were  reported  as  against  forty-three  in  1952. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-seven  cases  of  Measles^were 
notified  during  1953  as  > compared. -with  none  in  1952T  The 
increased  incidence  in  alternate  years  is  typical  of  this 
disease.  There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  Whooping  Coughs  senty-three  cases  having  been  notified. 
Nine  cases  of  Rood  Poisoning  were  reported,  these  cases  all 
occurred  in  a Children’s  Home  in  Dawlish  and  were  clinically 
very  mild.  Bacteriological  examination  of  six  different 
foods  failed  to  reveal  the  causative  agent  and  I am  strongly 
of  the  opinion  that  the  digestive  upsets  were  caused  by 
eating  unripe  fruit  from  the  garden. 
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A solitary  case  of  Paratyphoid  B.  was  notified:  this 
notification  refers  to  the  same  patient  who  suffered  from 
the  disease  in  1 952,  Odd  spasmodic  cases  of  Paratyphoid  B, 
have  Been  a feature  of  the  Dawlish  reports  for  many  years, 
hut  the  incidence  of  the  sewage  home  diseases  remains  low. 

Samples  of  the  Town  water  Supply  have  heen  submitted  for 
hacteriological  examination  from  time  to  time  and  on  each 
occasion  a very  satisfactory  report  has  heen  received. 

The  Council  has  long  heen  disturbed  by  the  large  number 
of  shacks  and  other  sub-standard  dwellings  in  the  Dawlish 
Warren  area,  and  as  a result  a Notice  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  was  served  on  the  owner  of  one  of  these 
shacks  stating  that  the  ’house * was  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  was  not  capable,  at  a reasonable  expense,  of  being 
rendered  so  fit. 

The  owner  appealed  against  this  Notice  and  after  a 
lengthy  hearing,  the  Court  decided  that  the  ’house’  could  be 
made  fit  at  reasonable  expense,  A definite  improvement 
took  place  but  in  my  opinion  the  dwelling  is  still  very  sub- 
standard and  it  appears  that  until  the  statutes  lay  down  a 
precise  definition  of  what  is  ’fit  for  human  habitation’  the 
efforts  of  the  Council  to  bring  about  an  improvement  in  the 
state  of  the  houses  in  this  Urban  District  will  be  of  no 
avail. 

In  November  of  this  year  an  Order  was  made  under  the 
Pood  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act, 

1 950  under  which  all  milk  sold  by  retail  on  or  after  the 
2nd. December,  1953  would  have  to  be  "Pasteurised”  "Sterilised" 
"Tuberculin  xes'ced"  or  "Accredited"  milk  from  a single  herd. 
Prom  a Public  Health  point  of  viewr  this  is  a great  advance  as 
it  is  only  by  action  such  as  this  that  cases  of  bovine  tuber- 
culosis can  be  eliminated. 


I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Councillors,  and 
all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  help  and  co-operation 
received  during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 


Hour  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


1 6th.  November,  1954* 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA, 


Area  (in  acres)  6,091 

Population  Mid  - 1953 7,030 

Population  1951  Census  7,512 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st.  January,  1953  ••••.••••  £•  51 ,544 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st.  December,  1953  £.  52,120 

Product  of  Id.  rate  (as  at  1st.  April,  1953)  ....  £.  212. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  32  36  68 

Illegitimate  41  5 


36  37  73. 


Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  10.38 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  11.94 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  13.4 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1 000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  14.74 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  England 

and  Wales  15.5 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  2-2 

Illegitimate  - - - 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  0,28. 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  26.67 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

England  and  Wales  22.4 
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DEATHS, 


The  average  age  at  death,  from  all  causes,  was  found  to  he 
69. 55  years.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  average  age  of 
all  male  deaths  was  66.76  years  and  for  female  deaths  7 1.65 
years.  This  variance  is  much  greater  than  is  found  in  England 
and  Wales  where  the  average  age  for  female  deaths  is  only  about 
2 years  higher  than  that  for  males. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

63  53  116. 


Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  16.50 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  11*55 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  14*17 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  10.77 


Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  England  and  Wales  11.4 

Infant  Mortality. 

(Death  of  Infants  under  One  year) 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  - 1 1 

Illegitimate  - - - 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  One  year) 

per  1000  related  live  births  13*69 

Infant  Mortality  rate  Administrative  County  of  Devon  25.56 

Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  26.8 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

(Death  of  Infants  under  Four  weeks) 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  - 1 1 

Illegitimate  - - - 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  Four 

weeks)  per  1000  related  live  births 
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13.69 


DEATHS, 


Neo-Natal  Mortality,  (contd). 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  Administrative  County  of  Devon  17.92 
Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  17.7 

Maternal  Mortality. 

No  maternal  deaths  have,  occurred  during  the  past  year*  The 
Maternal  Mortality  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  of  Devon 
is  0.88,  six  cases  having  occurred  within  the  County. 

AGE  AT  DEATH, 

Male0  Female* 

Infants  under  four  weeks  - 1 

Infants  under  one  year  - - 

5 - 2 


15  - 

2 

— 

25  - 

2 

4 

45 

19 

5 

65  - 

1 2 

15 

75  and  over 

26 

28 

63 

53 

Total;  116. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Male.  Female 

All  causes  63  53 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  3 1 

Whooping  Cough  1 — 


Carried  Forward 


4 


1 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  (contd. ) 


Male. 

Female, 

Brought  Forward 

4 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  Bronchus 

3 

1 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms  3 

7 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

9 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

15 

6 

Other  heart  disease 

12 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

- 

Influenza 

1 

- 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

1 

— 

Ulcer  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

«*» 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

3 

3 

Accidents  (other  than  motor 

vehicle) 

3 

— 

Suicide 

— 

1 

63 

53 

Totals  116. 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

42 

31 

73 

Measles 

103 

84 

187 

C/  fwd. 

1 46 

116 

262 

- 6 “ 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

(contd. ) 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

B/fwd. 

146 

116 

262 

Pneumonia 

4 

5 

9 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid  B* 

1 

- 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

3 

9 

157 

125 

282. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Six  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year.  No  cases  were  reported  in  children  under  12  years  of 
age.  Details  of  cases  are  set  out  in  the  following  table:- 


AGE  PERIODS. 


5 - 

15  - 

25  - 

45  - 


Male. 

1 

2 

2 


CASES. 

Female. 


1 


5 


1 


Total:  6. 


HOUSING. 

The  surrender  of  requisitioned  accommodation  continues  with 
the  availability  of  further  new  Council  houses. 

The  completion  of  another  instalment  of  houses  on  the 
Coronation  Avenue  Estate  has  resulted  in  some  of  the  more  acute 
cases  being  re-housed. 

The  Council’s  further  plans  include  the  provision  of  bunga- 
lows for  the  aged. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Apart  from  some  minor  extensions  the  distribution  area 
remained  the  same  during  the  year.  The  lowland  Water  gathering 
area  at  Duckaller  was  given  an  intensive  cleaning  of  collection 
pipes  with  a view  to  avoiding  the  use  of  the  stream  water  the 
result  of  this  will  not  be  known  for  sometime. 

No  restrictions  of  water  supply  were  necessary. 


SEWAGE  AND  SEi/ERAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Complaints  continue  to  be  received  of  fouling  on  beaches  near 
the  outfall.  There  were  more  complaints  than  usual  concerning  the 
pollution  of  the  stream  at  Cockwood. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  and  the  County  Council 
continued  their  proposals  for  ultimate  removal  of  this  nuisance 
and  the  extension  of  the  sewer  within  the  District . 
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